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Figure 4 — 1. Sample Distance Zone/Concern Level Map Overlays.

r~ BAYARNR . 7

s
e N

Mapping distance zones in a flat landscape suggests a slightly differenct approach
because of the lack of topographic relief. For foregrounds, map a corridor
extending a minimum of 1,320 feet (1/4 mile) from each side of a travelway or
from the boundaries of a use area. The area beyond this foreground zone is
mapped as middleground for topographic features that protrude above the sur-
rounding terrain. The rest of the middleground, which is essentially flat, is
normally mapped as middleground at one concern level lower than the travelway
or use area in question.

The fourth step in broad-scale planning is to combine the information gathered so
far and, using the matrix in Table 4-1 below, produce a map that assigns a single
concern level and distance zone to all “seen” arcas. Areas that have not been
identified as “seen” are labeled *‘seldom-seen” and are assigned a concern level
based on constituency analysis. Even though an area is “seldom-seen” and is not
easily accessible, there may be concern for its aesthetic and scenic values. See
Figure 4-2 for sample map.

Table 4 - 1. Distance Zone/Concern Level Matrix.

The most restrictive distance zone/concern level can be easily determined by use
of this matrix. If an area has been identified as both middleground-concern level
2 (mg2) and foreground-concern level 2 (fg2), these can be compared—mg2 in the
left column versus fg2 in the top row to determine that fg2 is usually the proper
distance zone/concern level for that area. In some cases, a middleground land-
scape may be more sensitive to visual scrutiny than a foreground landscape—
constituency analysis will help to make that determination.
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Figure 4-2. Sample Distance Zone/Concern Level Final Map.

For project-level planning, identify seen areas in greater detail than in forest
planning by mapping seen areas from numerous observer positions along existing
travelways and in use areas. Observer positions and seen areas may also be mapped
from proposed or planned travelways and use areas.

Also for project-level planning, use both topographic and vegetative screening to
assess visibility; use the most sensitive situation, such as any “leaf-off” condition,
clear air period, or season of high color contrast.

There are two methods of mapping visibility and the distance zones of seen areas
and of mapping seldom-seen areas: manual and computerized.

You may wish to map the distance zones for each concern level on separate base
maps. The base maps should be identical in scale to allow overlays to facilitate
consolidation of the information, application of the matrix, and the next steps in the
inventory process.

Manual Seen Area Mapping

Utilize manual seen area mapping where computerized systems or usable digital
terrain data are not available. Manual methods can be cumbersome and time-
consuming, and lack the accuracy of computerized methods.

A coarse map of seen areas and seldom-seen areas can be developed by driving,
walking, or boating the selected travelways and use areas with a topographic base
map or, preferably, an orthophoto quadrangle. Similarly, seen areas of separate
viewpoints and occupancy sites can be mapped on-the-ground. Viewshed limits can
be estimated and delineated on the base map.
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Computerized Seen Area Mapping

Computer software developers and landscape architects have worked together to
develop computerized seen area mapping techniques. Software programs now
exist that accurately develop seen area maps based on topographic screening.
There may be a further proliferation of these programs in future years. Most
comprehensive GIS software packages include similar visibility analysis pro-
grams.

In order to utilize a computerized seen area mapping process, suitable digital
terrain data must be available. The relative degree of accuracy for seen area maps
produced by computer will be determined by the degree of detail in, and accuracy
of, the digital terrain data. Some on-site visits to spot-check for accuracy are
advisable.
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Scenic Classes

Scenic classes measure the relative
importance, or value, of discrete
landscape areas having similar
characteristics of scenic attractive-
ness and landscape visibility.

Purpose All national forest landscapes have value as scenery—some more than others.
Scenic classes are used as a measure of the value of scenery in a national forest.

Scenic classes measure the relative importance, or value, of discrete landscape
areas having similar characteristics of scenic attractiveness and landscape visibil-
ity. Scenic classes are used during forest planning to compare the value of
scenery with the value of other resources, such as timber, wildlife, old growth, or
minerals. The higher the scenic class, the more important it is to maintain the
highest scenic value.

Discussion

The components of Scenic Classes are Scenic Attractiveness and Landscape
Visibility. As discussed in Chapter 1, Scenic Attractiveness measures the scenic
importance of a landscape based on human perceptions of the intrinsic beauty of
landform, water characteristics, vegetation pattern, and cultural land use. It is the
primary indicator of the scenic beauty of a forest or wildland landscape and of the
positive responses scenic beauty evokes in humans. Scenic Attractiveness is
divided into three classes: A—distinctive, B—typical or common, and C-—
indistinctive. As discussed earlier in this chapter, Landscape Visibility uses the
four visibility/distance zones of foreground (fg), middleground (mg), background
(bg), and seldom-seen (ss), along with three concern levels for scenery (1 - high, 2
- moderate, and 3 - low).

» Scenic classes are determined and mapped by combining the three classes of
scenic attractiveness with the distance zones and concern levels of landscape
visibility. (See Table 4 - 2 and Figure 4 - 3.) Scenic classes are a product of the
inventory process that is used for analysis and planning purposes.

» As discussed earlier, scenic classes are used during the forest planning process
to compare the value of scenery to other resource values. Generally, Scenic
Classes 1 and 2 have high public value, Classes 3 through 5 have moderate value,
and Classes 6 and 7 have low value.
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Table 4—2. Scenic Class Matrix

Distance Zones/Seldom-Seen & Concern Levels
fol Imglibgl ] fe2 Img2|be2| fod Ime3|be3| ssi | ss2 ] s53
Scenic Al l | 1 212 212 3 3 | 2 3
Attractiveness| B | | 2 2 213 413 5 512 3 5
Cl 1 2 3 214 5135 6 713 5 1
Figure 4 — 3. Typical Landscape Value Icon for the Scenery Inventory Map.
Distance Zone or Concern Level Scenic
Seldom Seen (Public Importance) Attractiveness
\ fg2A
| N |
_ Existing
Scenic Class Scenic Integrity

Figure 4 - 4, Sample Scenery Inventory Final Map

Existing scenic integrity is not used to determine scenic classes. Although existing
scenic integrity does affect the current value of scenery, heavily altered landscapes
can be reclaimed through future management activities and natural regeneration of
vegetation. Because of this, it is suggested that existing scenic integrity be included
in the icon when mapping scenic classes during the inventory process.

Using the information in the scenery inventory icon as guidance, Scenic Integrity
Levels are discussed and proposed for all National Forest System acres during the
forest planning process. The assignment of integrity levels is dependent on the
theme (desired future condition) of each alternative. Once a final plan alternative is
adopted, the Scenic Integrity Levels become Scenic Integrity Objectives that are
used to manage the scenery resource. This is discussed in more detail in Chapter 5.

4-16 - Landscape Visibility and Scenic Classes




